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1. SUMMARY - PRIME MINISTER MULDOON RETURNED TO NEW ZEALAND 
MAY 6 POLLOWING MONTH-LONG OVERSEAS TOUR. BY ALL MEASURES, 
TRIP WAS RESONDING SUCCESS FOR MULDOON, WHO PUT NZ'S TRADE 
CASE TO UK, PRANCE AND JAPAN, DEMONSTRATED HIS ANTI-COMMUNISM 
IN KOREA, AND "PROPPERED THE HAND OP PRIENDSHIP” TO PEKING. 

TRIP ALSO HAD POSITIVE DOMESTIC RESULTS POR PRIME MINISTER AS 
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TV, RADIO AND PRESS REGULARLY GAVE HIM HEAVY AND FAVORABLE 
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COVERAGE. END SUMMARY. 

2. AS NOTED REF A, TRADE WAS THE PRIME ITEM ON 
MULDOON'S AGENDA. IN LONDON AND PARIS HE REEMPHASIZED 
IMPORTANCE OF EUROPE AS A MARKET FOR NEW ZEALAND PRODUCTS 
AND PUT THE CASE FOR IMPROVED NZ ACCESS TO THE EEC. WHILE 
RETURNS ARE NOT ALL IN, THIS IS CONTINUING PROBLEM FOR 

NZ WHICH WILL RECEIVE PRIORITY ATTENTION. DEGREE 
OF IMPORTANCE MULDOON GOVERNMENT PLACES ON TRADE WITH EEC IS 
DEMONSTRATED BY FACT THAT NATIONAL PARTY 

GOVERNMENT'S FIRST TWO MISSIONS TO EUROPE WERE BY MULDOON AND 
DEP. PRIME MINISTER BRAIN TALBOYS, WHO ALSO HOLDS 
OVERSEAS TRADE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS PORTFOLIOS. THIS 
CONTRASTS WITH ACTIONS OF PREVIOUS LABOUR GOVERNMENT WHICH 
SENT PLETHORA OF JUNIOR MINISTERS TO EUROPE BEFORE VISIT OF 
THEN PRIME MINISTER ROWLING TWO AND A HALF YEARS AFTER 
LABOUR ASSUMED POWER. 

3. TRADE WAS ALSO IMPORTANT FACTOR IN ASIAN PORTION 

OF TRIP, PARTICULARLY IN JAPAN WHERE MULDOON WON IMPORTANT 
AGREEMENT FROM GOJ TO ANNOUNCEMENT OF SEMI-ANNUAL ALLOCATIONS 
FOR MEAT IMPORTS. THIS WILL BE USEFUL FACTOR AS NZ 
CONTINUES EFFORTS TO PLACE TRADE WITH JAPAN ON STABLE BASIS. 

WHILE KOREA AND CHINA CONTINUE TO BE SEEN AS POTENTIALLY 
STRONG MARKETS, MULDOON IS COGNIZANT OF FACT THESE WILL 
TAKE TIME TO DEVELOP. HE NOTED EXPORTS TO THE PRC 
AMOUNT TO ONLY SOME $20,000,000 PER YEAR. 

4. PERSONALLY, AND WITH EYE TOWARD DOMESTIC POLITICS, 

MULDOON'S VISIT TO CHINA WAS HIGH POINT OF TRIP. IN 
ADDITION TO SPENDING BEST PART OF TEN HOURS WITH PREMIER 
HUA, HE WAS RECEIVED BY CHAIRMAN MAO. DISTINCTION 

OF BEING FIRST FOREIGN LEADER TO BE RECEIVED BY HUA WAS 
NOT LOST ON MULDOON, WHO CAN BE EXPECTED TO USE THIS TO 
POLITICAL ADVANTAGE. 

5. INTERESTINGLY, MULDOON USED NUMEROUS PLATFORMS DURING HIS 
TRIP TO CONTINUE REPEAT CONTINUE HIS ATTACKS ON SOVIET 
UNION. IN LONDON SPEECH HE STATED USSR HAD 1,400 MISSILES 
CAPABLE OF REACHING NEW ZEALAND. IN SEOUL INTERVIEW HE 
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TOOK USSR TO TASK FOR ITS IMPERIALISM AND STATED SOVIET 
WARSHIPS HAD BEEN SIGHTED IN TASMAN SEA. IN PEKING HE 
WAS AT ONE WITH PRC CONCERNING SOVIET EXPANSIONISM, THEME 
HE PICKED UP AGAIN ON HIS RETURN TO NEW ZEALAND. 

6. COMMENT - NEW ZEALAND'S FOREIGN TRADE, AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF GNP, IS ONE OF THE HIGHEST IN THE WORLD - A FACT 

WELL KNOWN TO NEW ZEALANDERS BUT OFTEN LOST ON REST OF 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

WORLD. WHATEVER EINAL RESULTS OF THIS TRIP, FACT THAT 
MULDOON MADE TRADE HIS PRIMARY INTEREST CAN NOT BE LOST ON 
VOTERS. ATTACKS ON USSR ARE PART AND PARCEL OE LONG- 
STANDING MULDOON CAMPAIGN. REEERENCES B AND C SHOW MULDOON 
WAS DEVELOPING ANTI-SOVIET THEME AS LONG AGO AS LAST 
AUGUST. EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS EEFORT WILL CONTINUE. 

KILLGORE 
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